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Would you like 

your own business 

in the 

fast-growing

cat sitting industry ?

  

              

 

     DO YOU LOVE CATS ?

                            

                                                                                                   

                          We offer you:

! A two-day seminar

! Six months support after business opening

! Copy of course outline

! Certificate of Recognition upon graduation

                        Contact: Shirley Bailey shirley@kittycare.ca

         for

         Further information or a Pre-seminar Registration Form
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>> PLAN, FROM PAGE 1

“I live on one of the side streets and we’re at our 
maximum for safety,” said Dawson. “There’s very, 
very poor visibility around many of these corners 
now and I would say, at most, we can accommo-
date two more cars. Doing the math, I’m not sure 
it actually works out.”

She asked Alta Vista Coun. Jean Cloutier what 
the city will do to mitigate this potential pressure, 
and was told a construction plan will be in place.

One woman who lives on Dorset said it’s already 
challenging trying to get out of her street onto 
Kilborn in the morning.

“With 120 units, not everybody comes and goes 
at the same time. It’s spread out during the day,” 
said planning consultant Lloyd Phillips, adding 
any pressures on Dorset and Playfair will be taken 
into account when Greatwise submits a detailed 
traffic study to the city. 

The top level of the parking garage will be covered 
and topped with eight storeys of 120 apartment 
units, making it a nine-storey building.

“We began looking at an innovative way to make 
use of what we had on site,” Lahey said. “The best 
way in the end we came up with was the parking 
structure.”

Calling that structure “an eye sore,” he said it 
would have been very costly to tear down the garage 
and rebuild, so engineers determined it was possi-
ble to build on top if the parking facility was re-clad 
and the size of the structural columns increased.

Since parking tends to be a huge cost of any new 
build, there is a financial advantage to the project’s 
“innovative” design, said Lahey.

“This parking structure is relatively inexpensive 
and it makes the whole project, from a rental point 
of view, affordable,” he said.

While the city requires at least 0.5 parking spaces 
per unit, the normal expectation is one spot per 
unit, Phillips said, adding that 0.2 visitor spaces per 
unit are required.

“In other words, 80 per cent of the available park-
ing is being used,” said Phillips. “The rest were just 
running vacant.”

Instead, .85 spaces per unit will be available for 
the new building, which works out to 103 parking 
spots for tenants.

“But the existing building actually has more than 
that,” he said. 

“To provide one space per unit then we would 
be parking everywhere all over the place. We were 
trying to strike a balance of green space and park-
ing,” he said.

About 24 visitor spaces will be added and made 
available for all of the buildings at the property.

“Currently, there aren’t any visitor spaces on the 
site right now because that’s grandfathered under 
the zoning bylaw,” said Phillips.

The property has a long history of development 
proposals going back about a decade, including 
townhouses “that fell by the wayside,” said Phillips.
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Alta Vista candidate says better consultation needed
BY PATRICK UGUCCIONI

 
Raylene Lang-Dion is com-
mitted to getting more women 
elected to office – starting with 
herself.

As the former national chair 
of Equal Voice, the Riverview 
Park resident has advocated 
for many years to have more 
women involved at all levels of 
government.

“I think we can all agree that 
the City of Ottawa will ben-
efit greatly with more female 
voices at the political decision-
making table,” she said.

The fact a woman has not 
run municipally in Alta Vista 
Ward for 20 years is “absolute-
ly shocking” to the first-time 
candidate. 

“This is our nation’s capital,” 
Lang-Dion said. “We can do 
better, and we should. We’re 
looking like we are so far be-
hind in that manner, and 
having more women run for 
elected office is a really good 
start, but it’s also all about 

getting them elected.”
L ang-Dion  appl auds 

Gloucester-Southgate Coun. 
Diane Deans’ dogged efforts in 
pushing for a Women’s Bureau 
at city hall. Council recently 
voted unanimously to direct 
staff to look into the creation 
of the bureau and the role of 
a special liaison on women’s 
issues. 

“I already thought that was 
done,” she said. “So, when the 
issue came up, I, from the per-
spective of where I work now, 
you always have a sex- and 
gender-based lens. That, to me, 
makes a lot of sense.” 

Lang-Dion says her adoptive 
parents in her home province 
of Newfoundland instilled in 
her a desire to help others. 

Outside of her nine-to-
five job in the communica-
tions realm with the federal 
government, she has volun-
teered her time as chair of 
the Community Addictions 
Peer Support Association 
in Ottawa; as a foundation 

board member with the Youth 
Services Bureau of Ottawa; and 
promoting the election of more 
women in Canada as the for-
mer national chair of Equal 
Voice.

She announced her inten-
tions in October to run for a 
city council seat in Alta Vista 
and has been knocking on 
doors ever since, including 
through the dead of winter. 

“I’ve been thinking of doing 
this for many years,” she said, 

sipping on a hot cup of tea at 
Nero Café in the Alta Vista 
Plaza on a recent unseasonably 
bitter cold spring day. “I think 
that the Alta Vista Ward needs 
a stronger voice at the decision-
making table at city hall and for 
their residents.” 

A resident of the ward for two 
decades, Lang-Dion explained 
she is taking the plunge now 
because with development 
happening across the ward 
she feels “you need to have 
strategic thinking, thought and 
approach when you’re sitting 
around that table at city hall.”

That’s not a shot against the 
incumbent, she said.

But the veteran of po-
litical wars in the Chretien 
years, which brought her to 
the capital from her native 
Newfoundland, feels while 
there are a few things going 
well, a few improvements are 
needed, notably getting ahead 
of issues.

On her door-to-door trek 
over the past few months, 

Lang-Dion has heard every-
thing from pothole issues and 
snow removal, to concerns 
over some of the bigger de-
velopment proposals in the 
ward, such as the Train Yards 
and Herongate projects.

A common theme she is 
hearing as she makes her way 
around the ward, no matter 
the neighbourhood, is con-
cerns around a perceived lack 
of public engagement on sev-
eral issues.

“To me that’s a big thing,” 
she said. “You can’t represent 
people if you’re not consulting 
them on a regular basis and I 
don’t mean just you and I hav-
ing a conversation.

“Whether that’s simple town 
halls on various subject mat-
ters ... Whether it’s using social 
media or some other mod-
ern technology to get a quick 
pulse of what people are actu-
ally thinking. I think it’s really 
important because how can 
you be at a political decision-
making table if you haven’t 

consulted with people? I know 
you can’t consult about every 
item there is, but you have to 
be able to know what they’re 
thinking, and what direction 
and what their preferences are.” 

Knocking on doors has been 
a learning experience for 
Lang-Dion.

“It’s very humbling in the 
sense of it’s me going door to 
door,” said Lang-Dion. “It’s me 
putting my name on the ballot 
and just letting go of every in-
security I have ever held close 
to my heart because people 
are either going to get a good 
feeling from me, right over to 
the extreme of saying ‘You’re a 
woman. What are you doing 
running?’

“I’m ready to just be myself. I 
have no interest in being a pho-
ney baloney, as they say. I am 
going to stick to my values and 
my principles and lay it out on 
the table. I’m laying everything 
out on the table for this.” 

puguccioni@ottawavoice.ca

RAYLENE LANG-DION


